though a congregation may be able to overcome the technical difficulties, yet the tune may be 
of so delicate a texture as not to be able to sustain the weight of a heavy chorus. It may be- 
long to the beautiful rather than to the great, and an attempt to transfer it from the choir to the 
congregation, may be somewhat like an attempt to transfer the flowers of the valley to the moun- 
tain’s top. 

We have endeavored to select such MELODIES as have individuality of character, and points by 
which they may be easily remembered; tunes in which the compass of pitch is within the reach of 
all voices, and in which the intervals are so easy as to present no serious difficulties. 

The Raytumic Forms are various. The form most suitable for congregations, enabling them most 
easily to give a simultaneous utterance to the words, the most majestic, dignified, and best adapted to 
hymns of every variety of emotional character, is that which, with the exception of the initial and terminal 
of each line or couplet, consists of tones of equal length; see the Old Hundredth, Hull, Johnville, Hol- 
bein, Dundee, and others. This is the original form in which the Old Hundredth and other old tunes were 
sung in this country, and they are thus printed in the earlier books here published. A recent com- 
piler of a Metrical Psalter in London, says of this rhythm, that however tunes may be written, they 
are invariably performed in this manner when sung by ality congregation. He says that “the very 
check created by the traditional mode of singing (with te longer initials and terminals) gives to 
Psalmody a character peculiarly its own,” and he urges this as a reason for its propriety and general 
restoration ; he also speaks of equal notes, without the longer initials and terminals, as being undigni- 
fied and monotonous. But the greatest advantage, probably, of this form is, that it enables a congre- 
gation to sing in a quicker movement than any other; it is indeed the only one which provides an 
effectual remedy for the slow and wearisome drawling so extensively prevalent, which is most destruc- 
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The time in which this class of tunes should be sung may be obtained from a pendulum of from 
thirty-five to forty-five inches in length, each beat of which will give the time of one of the intermediate 
or shorter tones.* We do not mean that all these tunes are to be sung, or that any one tune is always 
to be sung in exactly the same time; there will naturally be a slight variation, depending upon the hymn, 
and the cigcumstanvcs of the occasion. We deem it important, however, to remark that there should + 
never be any apparent change of time during the singing of a hymn; one movement should be pre- 
served tnroughout ali the stanzas, however they may appear to differ. 

A second rhythmic form, which has become very popular within the last twenty-five or thirty 
years, consists of tones mostly of two lengths, as before, but in alternate groups of two. The tunes 
Hebron, Denfield, Downs, Boylston, afford specimens of thisrhythm. A pendulum of from thirty to 
forty inches will give the time for the shorter tones in these tunes. It is most important in this class 
of tunes, that every approach to sfaccafo in the short tones be carefully avoided; they should usually 
be sung quite legato. and sustained to their full length. On the other hand, the longer tones must 
not be too long. indeed there may be a little accommodation between the two, so that the shortez ~ 
tones may be a little longer, and the longer tones a little shorter, than the exact time indicated by 
the notes, but this zaust be done without breaking up a proper distinction between the two, or dis- 
turbing the general choriambic movement. A modified form of this class may be seen in such tunes 
as Gretna, May, Tully, Arlington, and Nile. These require a somewhat quicker movement, and 
especially so, when, as in those above named, the same tone (in pitch) is sung three times in suc- 
cession. 

A third rhythmic form consists of tones of two lengths as before, but mostly in groups of four. 


* Any piece of common fine twine or thread of the proper leagth, with a weight (a bullet for instance), attached to 
it. Will answor the mzrnose, _ 
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The tunes Uxbridge and Olden illustrate this form. A pendulum of from thirty to thirty-six inches 
will give the time. The remark in respect to the accommodation between the tones of different lengths 
applies also to this rhythm. 

A fourth class includes tunes in which the longer and shorter tones regularly alternate; Ortonville, 
Ray, Rayford, Anley, and many other tunes belong ‘to this class. A pendulum of from sixteen to 
twenty-four inches will give the time of quarter notes in these tunes. A somewhat modified form of 
this general rhythmic structure may be seen in the tunes Becker, Albon, Ware, Albec, and others. 
These tunes, on account of the prevalence of the shorter tones, require a somewhat slower movement, 
as indicated by a pendulum of from twenty to twenty-six inches. Again, another modification of the 
form may be found in such tunes as Bethany and Glyn, which, because of the prevalence of the 
longer tones, require a somewhat quicker movement, as of a pendulum of ten or twelve inches in 
length. . 

A fifth rhythmic form includes tunes in equal (double or quadruple) measure, embracing a greater 
variety in the length of tones, which are brought together with less regard to the symmetrical relation 
of length, and containing syncopes, suspensions, tied notes, etc. See Duke Street, Federal Street, 
Lanesboro’, Ernan, Hamburg, Lyte, Ward, Dedham, Medfield. 

Tunes in unequal (triple or sextuple) measure, but in other respects similar to the fifth class, may 
be brought together as the last rhythmic form which we need to present. Howard, St. Martins, Roth- 
well, Abridge, Mendon, All Saints, Thatcher, may be referred to as illustrative of this class. A pen- 
dulum of from twenty-five to thirty inches will indicate the time of the quarter notes in the last two 
varieties. 

There may be a few tunes which can hardly be assigned to either of the above classes, but in re- 
gard to all, whatever may be the movement, sufficient time must always be taken to speak the words 
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with propriety ; for nothing merely musical can justify a movement, be it quick or slow, which shall 
interfere with an easy, appropriate delivery of the words. 

These remarks on movement should, however, be regarded only as very general; for circumstances 
may justify considerable deviation from the indications which we have given by the beats of a pen- 
dulum. It should be understood that exact time in Congregational Singing is not to be expected. 
The people may easily keep together, and this is important, but the precise relation of length, as indi- 
cated by notes, need not, and in fact can not, always be observed. The longer initials and ter- 
minals, for example, need not be exactly twice the length of the other tones ; so that a “ tempo commodo” 
may with much propriety be applied to Congregational Singing. See also such tunes as Boylston and 
Olmutz, in which the tones at the close of the second and third lines, need not be held to the full 
length indicated by the notes. Again, in tunes like Hamburg and Duke Street, the terminals of lines 
may be made somewhat shorter than is required by the notes. The tones, too, in some tunes, indicated 
by eighth notes, should often receive a little more time than the notesdemand. We only add that, be 
the notes what they may, the tones must not be so prolonged, on the one hand, as to cause a heavy 
and drawling utterance, nor so short, on the other, as to lead to a clipping of syllables, or any light or 
irreverent delivery of the words. There is an old direction, which, though oft repeated, is ever good, 
somewhat as follows: let the words receive an utterance about as rapid as a due regard to dignity, time, 
place and circumsiances allow, and let an indolent, careless, and sluggish manner be carefully avoided, 

Tt will be observed, that we have made no use of such words as are commonly employed to indicate 


movement, as Adagio (slow), Allegro (quick), and others. The general directions here given seem to - 


be all that is needed on the subject, and if any thing more definite were desirable, it is not to be found 
in these terms. 


Such technical terms as have reference to style or manner of performance, as forte, piano, crescendo, 
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diminuendo, etc., have been omitted. The best expression can only come from a right state of feeling, 
from engaging in the singing service religiously, and truly communing with our Maker in the. song. 
Admiration of the hymn, or of the tune, or of the manner in which the two are united in one vocal 
act, are alike adverse to a true expression. A just appreciation of the great truths uttered, and the 
making of them our own, are quite necessary to a suitable utterance of the words of Psalmody. Attempts 
to give expression by an observance of any notation, are apt to lead rather to the representative or 
dramatic, than to the direct and personal in the Service of Song. 


We have excluded, as unimportant to our work, such figures as are commonly used to mark the kind 
and variety of measures. If in more elaborate musical compositions many ‘kinds and varieties of 
measure are found, there certainly can be no necessity for them in the plain song of the Church. We 
have in reality but two kinds of measure, even (double or quadruple), and uneven (triple or sextuple). 
The proper application of these to song depends upon the character of the poetic feet employed, so 
that the song may be regarded as in its best or normal condition, when the iambic or trochaic feet are 
applied to even, and the anapestic and dactylic to uneven measure. Unhappily, however, for Psalmody, 
these natural relations of music to poetry are often so disregarded, as to lead to indistinctness of utter- 
ance in words, and obscurity of meaning in poetry. Let the poetry be the principal guide to accent and 
emphasis, without too strict regard to the kind or variety of time. 

It will be seen that, in barring the tunes, we have not always preserved corresponding equal meas- 
ures in notes. Convenience in the application of words to tunes has been our general guide. In 
some cases the form of double measure is uniformly presented—see the Old Hundredth, Badea, Hol- 
bein, etc.—while in others, which to the ear are rhythmically the same, bars have only been used to 
separate initial and terminal notes from others—see Hull, Johnville, Arnon, Ocean, Bendon. The 
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reason why we have preserved equal measures in some cases, is that we wished to avoid, in well- 
known tunes, the breaking up even of the unimportant associations existing between the eye and the 
notes, although those of the ear, always most tenderly to be regarded, remain undisturbed. The reasons 
why in the less known tunes, we have pursued a different course, and have used bars mostly with 
reference to stanzaic form, are: Ist. A desire that the tunes should be, in appearance as well as in 
- reality, conformed to the poetry; and 2d. A desire to break up, as far as possible, a rhythmic accent 
which has become extensively associated with double measure, ‘“ drum-like, ungraceful, and repulsive 
to good taste,” by which the singing of a Psalm is often rendered mechanical, stiif, and unmeaning. 


Tunes in the rhythmic form of Hebron, Denfield, and others already referred to, although they are 
barred so as to present to the eye the appearance of triple measure, are in reality not so, but in a 
double measure consisting of groups of two tones, alternately long and short, so that a more minute 
barring would include in each*written measure two of the shorter, or one of the longer notes; and so 
far as a regular musical accent is observed in tunes in this rhythmic form, it should fall on the first of 
each group of two, whether the notes indicate the longer or the shorter tones, and however the 
bars may be placed. The different barring of this class of tunes adopted in Elbe, Ray, Elliot, and 
others, preserves uniformity in the division of measures to the eye, and at the same time it affords 
the rhythmic variety and contrast found in these tunes. 


We have already alluded to unison in Congregational Singing. We regard it as being objectively 
most conducive to ideas of vastness, and subjectively best adapted to intensity of emotion. We 
believe that it is, at present, far from being properly understood and valued. Taste has been so exclu- 
sively trained through Choir Singing in parts, for generations past, as to encourage almost exclusively 
the pretty, the amusing, and the entertaining, even in Church Song, and to exclude from it every idea 
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of the lofty and the great; yet we doubt not that a more legitimate, and a higher degree of, musical 
cultivation, will lead men to appreciate more fully than they do now, the sublime in tone, as this 
Tesults from the mingling of the voices of the great congregation in one chorus of praise. The 
voices may be rude, but when blended together form an impressive song. We doubt not that in this, 
as in other lands, art and science will make such progress, as will soon restore and secure to the music- 
ally poor their right in the “Service of Song in the house of the Lord.” 


But the highest admiration for the great unisonous chorus of the people, need not detract in the 
least from the delight afforded by the rich combinations of tone resulting from parts in harmony. The 
two may be beautifully combined, when to the former are added the well proportioned parts, sustained 
by an intelligent and well-trained choir. 

The following points may be noticed in reference to the harmony parts in this work :— 

1. The Melody is always regarded as the principal part; we have sought for such melodies as are 
intrinsically good, independent, attractive, and capable of standing alone, and of being sung by many 
voices, by men’s as well as by women’s voices; for it is not true that in Congregational Singing, as in 
Choir Singing, the melody should be confined to trebles; on the contrary, tenors (like the double diapa- 
sons of the organ) should be heard in this part, leading, and giving strength, richness, and grandeur t0, the 
chorus; otherwise (though, perhaps, beautiful) the melody will be comparatively weak and inefficient. 

2. The Base is regarded as next in importance to the Melody. We have endeavored to construct 
this part, as far as it might be done without too much change, with reference to, 1st. The selection of 
such tones as may form the most complete or satisfactory chords when the melody and base only are 
sung, and, 2d. To such a compass as to prevent the crossing of the melody and the base (except in 
admissible cases), when the melody is sung by men’s voices. See, as an illustration, Hamburg, in 
which the base has been made to conform to these requisitions, and thus adapted to Congregational 
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Singing by the small notes, while the well-known form has been retained for those who may not con- 
veniently change, or who prefer to sing as they have heretofore sung. 

3. The intermediate and more subordinate parts (Tenor and Alto), have mostly been written so as to 
avoid disallowed progressions, when, as in Congregational Singing, the parts are inverted by the 
melody in octaves. The tenor has often been kept near the base, so that it may not confuse or mis- 
lead those who sing the melody, nor occasion an interference with this part when sung by men’s voices. 

4, Suspensions, which are always unfavorable to the simple and the grand, and which almost invari- 
ably lead to a lingering or drawling manner of singing, even in choirs, have been omitted wherever 
it could be done without doing violence to established associations, ever to be considered. See a strik- 
ing example in the “ Missionary Hymn,” in which the suspensions are indicated by smafl notes, the 
omission of which we would warmly recommend in singing ; taking the chord direct, as most favorable 
to good time, manliness, utterance of words and tones, and general propriety of expression. 

A few characteristics of the harmony are: 

1. The rather frequent introduction of the direct chord of the supertonic. See Deal, third line, 
Osmond, third line, Swaine, second line, Christmas, sixth line, and many other examples. This man- 
ner of harmonizing a melody is in accordance with the frequent usage of the best writers; it is often 
met with in the German books, and is pleasingly effective in sacred song. 

2. The first inversion of the imperfect triad, being the chord of the sixth, has been often preferred 
to the second inversion of the chord of the dominant, as giving a greater freedom in the parts. 
This chord has a strength, and, by association, a peculiar religious character unknown to the more secu- 
lar chord of the fourth and third. 

3. The second inversion of the common chord, sixth and fourth, is not so invariably found in 
closing cadences as in many books of tunes, and never, we believe, without the due preparation of 
the fourth, except when, as is allowable, it follows the first inversion of the chord of the supertonic. 


xii PREFACE. 


4, The chord of the fifth and fourth, always soft and rich, and also that of the sixth and fifth, severe 
and strong, have often found a place, affording much variety in the cadences. . 
These points will suffice to illustrate the care which has been taken, that the harmonies shall be, 
not only scientifically accurate, but also practically adapted to Sona, and to the circumstances and uses 
for which this book is designed. 

Although “Tue SaBpatH TUNE Book” has been made with reference to Congregational Singing, 
it is believed that choirs will find in it much which will be interesting and valuable, in addition to 
their present selection. The double and the minor tunes, many of them of flowing and pleasing 
melody, afid the new tunes generally, provide a wider range for emotional expression, and for variety 
in the song service; and it is hoped the chants and anthems will prove acceptable, and be found well 
adapted to the various circumstances of public worship. Especially do we believe that choirs 
may derive much aid from it in their attempts to encourage, lead and sustain universal song among 
the people. 

LOWELL MASON, 
EDWARDS A. PARK, 
AUSTIN PHELPS. 

The undersigned deem it an act of justice to Dr. Mason to say, that the entire department of select- 
ing, adapting, and arranging the tunes in the series of the Sabbath Hymn and Tune Books, has been 
confided to him, and all the success attained is the result of his own toil, unrelieved and unaided by 


ourselves. 
EDWARDS A. PARK, 
AUSTIN PHELPS. 


-\npoveEn, Mass., April, 1859. 
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